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CELEBRATING 35 YEARS
OF COMMUNITY SERVING COMMUNITY

SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR FRIENDS OF MANNA

Spring is near! I know I am ready for green grass and 
flowers, and I bet you are too. I am excited to get outside 
and feel the warm sun on my face. I am so grateful to be 
a part of the Manna Food Project. During my nearly five 
months here at Manna, it’s been very heartwarming to 
see the community help those in need. This meaningful 
organization puts into perspective what’s important in 
life, focusing on family, friends, and good health.

Manna Food Project is blessed with amazing volunteers, staff, partners, 
donors, and clients. Every day I come to work with a smile on my face, 
mainly because the people I have encountered have impacted me in such a 
positive way. I have been meeting with civic groups, foundations, businesses, 
and individuals that support the Manna Food Project in various ways. I want 
to thank everyone for making me feel welcome and a part of this wonderful 
and giving community.

Manna Food Project turns 35 this year, and it is what it is today because of 
so many amazing supporters, donors, and volunteers that want to make a 
difference in people’s lives. The Manna Food Project was dreamt up over a 
weekly coffee gathering of five men who felt called to feed the hungry in 
Northern Michigan. What started as a soup kitchen grew so quickly that a 
pantry agreement was signed with the West Michigan Gleaners, now known 
as Feeding America West Michigan. This agreement allowed purchasing 
large quantities of food at dramatically reduced prices for weekly food 
distribution. By 1987 they rented warehouse space and opened the first 
pantry. 

Over the last 35 years, Manna has grown from a dream into an operation 
that feeds thousands each year with the help of our partner agencies. Manna 
Food Project focuses on improving the quality of life for those in need. We 
continue to provide shelf-stable food and fresh produce and protein. We 
offer programming to incorporate attainable healthy food preparation goals 
and expand our reach to those who need it most.

As we keep growing, new partners, volunteers, and supporters are always 
needed. If you would like to be a part of this wonderful organization, please 
do not hesitate to reach out. We look forward to serving together.

— Carrie Klingelsmith, Executive Director

FOOD DONATIONS 
Deliver to Manna Food Project 

Monday-Friday 8am-4pm
 

MONETARY DONATIONS 
Visit www.mannafoodproject.org/

how-to-donate.htm to learn 
the many options

DONATE ONLINE 
www.mannafoodproject.org/donate-

online.htm using your credit card
 

SEND A CHECK to Manna Food 
Project using the envelope provided

 

TEXT manna to #56651

WAYS TO DONATE

• BAIARDI FAMILY FOUNDATION
• CONSUMERS ENERGY FOUNDATION
• EVENING STAR JOINERY 
• FREY FOUNDATION
• OLESON FOUNDATION
• PRESTON FEATHER BUILDING 

CENTER 

• SCHOTT FOUNDATION 
• SPARTAN STORE FOUNDATION 
• UNITED WAY 
• WALSTROM MARINE, INC. 
• WARD & EIS GALLERY
• WILLIAM RONEY AND JOANNE 

KELLY FAMILY FOUNDATION

for supporting The Manna Food Project’s mission.

COMPANY MATCHES
Did you know many companies have matching gift programs? Increase 
your impact by asking your employers if they will match your donation. 

CROP 
WALK

Seventeen years and $105,489 later, Little 
Traverse CROP Walk has helped support 
our hungry neighbor’s one step at a time. 

JOIN US 
SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2022!



1986
The idea to feed the hungry begins 
as sharing sandwiches and soup 
with those in need.

1987
The Manna Project is incorporated. 
Warehouse space is rented on Clarion Ave, 
and a food pantry was open 2 days per week.

1988
Manna moves to Buckley Ave. A formal food bank is established by partnering with 
West Michigan Gleaners, an affiliate of the Second Harvest National Food Bank 
Network. This encourages other organizations in the area to begin food pantries.

1992
Manna’s first annual Empty Bowls 
Luncheon takes place at Stafford’s 
Perry Hotel.

Our current site is purchased in 
McBride Park, with construction 
beginning in the fall.

1993
Our organization’s name 
is officially changed to The 
Manna Food Project, Inc.

2004

First annual Petoskey-Bay View CROP 
Hunger Walk takes place, benefiting 
Manna and other area pantries.

2005

2006
A new van is purchased, 
increasing food rescue 
and delivery capacity.

2008
Manna’s first annual “Golf Fore Manna” charity outing takes 
place. Warehouse expansion begins, increasing warehouse and 
freezer space and a new “clean room” to repack bulk food items.

2009
Manna becomes a partner Distribution Organization 
with the renamed Feeding America West Michigan 
(previously West Michigan Gleaners).

2011
Manna Launches 
the “Food 4 Kids” 
Backpack program.

2015
A large, refrigerated box truck is 
purchased through Dave Kring Chevrolet 
with a Walmart Foundation grant.

2016
The first “Produce for People” program is launched, 
improving the quality and nutritional value of the 
foods Manna distributes to its pantry and partners.

2017
Manna begins to organize cooking classes for hundreds of pantry clients, 
a joint venture with the Health Department of Northwest Michigan and 
Groundwork Center for Resilient Communities.

Nutrition education programming 
expands with recognition of 
hunger as a health issue.

2018 2021
Manna resumes Food Rescue and brings volunteers 
back into the building at a reduced rate. A drive through 
pantry was developed and was a great success.

2020
The COVID-19 pandemic closes schools and businesses for months. Manna had to adjust 
operations and halt Food Rescue and the use of volunteers. To combat the economic downturn and 
increased need. Manna launches mobile food pantries at Boyne Highlands and Odawa Casino.

2022
The COVID-19 pandemic 
is winding down and 
Manna’s operations 
continue to grow. A 
new barcoding and 
scanning system 
were implemented to 
streamline inventory 
and improve efficiency. 

The Good Samaritan Center in Ellsworth provides a 
variety of services and programs to their community.

The Pantry and Resale Shop has 90 volunteers 
assisting in picking up food and donated items, 
sorting clothing, stocking shelves, and helping 
customers. 

The Moms & Tots Center is another community blessing, providing services to 
pregnant women and mothers of children from infants to 5 years old. In addition, 
the center offers clothing, workshops, diapers, formula, food, and more. 
  
His House is a valuable program committed to supporting men in their life 
journey, offering a place for men to gather, connect, and encourage each other. 
The program offers group outings, classes, workshops, and life coaching.

The Good Samaritan Center is a fantastic partner to the Manna Food Project. Their  
work touches so many lives, making sure the needs in their community are met. 
Whether through a meal, clothing, or counseling, they have it covered. Manna is 
thankful to partner with “Good Sam” and highlight the GOOD they do every day!

PARTNER PROFILE
GOOD SAMARITAN CENTER

Manna Food Project gets to know our clients one-on-one and strives to make sure 
everyone feels comfortable receiving food. For instance, Robert and Amel Dallo’s 
lives have changed dramatically, as they now take care of their grandchildren. As a 
result, they have utilized the Manna Food Pantry to receive supplemental food for 
their family. Over time, the Dallo’s have built a relationship with the Manna staff 
and volunteers, often bringing goodies for the team to show their appreciation. 

Mrs. Dallo feels welcome and comfortable visiting the Manna Pantry and enjoys 
the happy faces, happy people, and good food they encounter. She said they 
get enough supplemental food for their needs to make a lot of great dishes, 
appreciating the produce and protein. She said, “Thank you so much for all you 
do for us and other people.” 

In turn, the Dallo’s dedicate their time to helping 
others in need. Once a month, they commit to a 660-
mile round trip to the St. Louis Center near Chelsea, 
delivering food, linens, and more. This program 
serves 60 special needs individuals they lovingly 
call “Our Kids.” The Dallo’s are a delight to serve, 
and we are so thankful that they also volunteer at 
one of our partner pantries, Brother Dan’s.

FULL CIRCLE GIVING


